
huntin
g

 fa
cts and f

ig
u

re

s

INTRODUCTIONAN

FOX HUNTING

fox facts

TO

HUNTINg - What’s it all about?

WORD 
searchINsIDe!





Foxes were referred to as ‘beasts of the chase’ in medieval times, and the earliest 

known attempt to hunt a fox with hounds was in Norfolk in 1534, where farmers 

began chasing foxes with their dogs for the purpose of pest control.

The first use of packs specifically bred to hunt foxes was in the late 1600s and the Bilsdale 

which hunts 300 square miles of country in Yorkshire is thought to be the oldest, having been 

established in 1668.

In the eighteenth century Hugo Meynell developed breeds of foxhounds to 

address the new geography of rural England created by the Industrial Revolution.

There are now approximately 176 packs of foxhounds in england and Wales plus 10 in 

scotland. They all differ in size and each hunt a separate area in a county. One of the largest 

and most recognised packs in england is called the Duke of Beaufort’s which is based in 

Gloucestershire.

The Hunting Act came into force in February 2005 and since then hunting in its 

traditional form, with the use of scent hounds to chase and kill a fox, has been banned. 

There are other animals which are hunted but this booklet focuses on fox hunting and the 

issues that surround it.

Fox hunting is a sensitive issue, about which people often have strong positive or 

negative feelings, but how much do people actually know about what happens  

out hunting?

An Introduction to Fox hunting
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FOX HUNTING  also takes 
place in other countries...



In the UK, the red 
fox is common in 
both countryside and 
towns.

The red fox is a very 
adaptable animal, feeding  
on all sorts of food stuff from 
fruit to small animals and 
birds. Often foxes will eat 
rotten meat, known as carrion.

They are able 
to live in arctic 
conditions as well 
as near desert 
conditions.

Foxes can cause problems to farmers by taking lambs, 
chickens and other livestock and therefore numbers have 
to be controlled. 

Fox numbers 
have always been 
controlled by man 
but in the past were 
also killed by larger 
predators, such as 
wolves that are now 
extinct in the UK. 

* All the different 
species of animals 
in the world have 
been given scientific 
names that are the 
same across different 
countries and 
languages to avoid 
confusion.

fox facts

There are several different species of fox in 

the world. The species that lives in the United 

Kingdom is known as the  red fox and has the 

scientific name Vulpes vulpes.*



Why wild animals need managing...

5.  Because we have a duty of care for the welfare  

of wild animals. 

1. To protect other species that are vunerable to 

predation.

2.  To prevent over population because when  there are too many of any one species food  and habitat can run short. 

3.  To protect farm livestock by dispersing and 

reducing high populations of predators.

4.  To protect against the spread of diseases which can break out when there are too many of any  one species.

 

The world we now live in has been created by us and the 
populations of some species of wild animals, including the red 
fox, need to be managed: 

Management or 
pest control?
The management of 
wild animals is different 
to ‘pest control’. 
Management aims to 
keep a population healthy 
and at an acceptable 
level. Pest control, on 
the other hand, seeks to 
eradicate a population, 
regardless of whether 
individuals are sick, old or 
indeed healthy.



Hunting with hounds 
as a method of 
management. 

Ther has never been any 
evidence that hunting is 
less humane thanother 
ways of killing foxes.

The act of hunting 
is a combination of 
recreation, wildlife 
management and 
pest control. 

Other methods of control can be very efficient, but that 
does not necessarily mean that they are always humane 
or that they are removing the old, weak and sick animals.

We know when 
domesticated animals are 
not well because we are 
close to them, but that is not 
the case with animals living 
in the wild. 

At the end of a hunt, the quarry 
animal either escapes or is 
killed – there is no wounding.

Hunting with hounds is not 
so much about the numbers 
killed, but the health and 
population level of the  
wild mammals left alive.

Hunts provide a service to 
farmers and contribute to 
conservation by keeping 
wild animal populations 
healthy and at an 
acceptable level. 

Wild mammals do 
not feel fear in the 
same way humans 
do. hunting is totally 
natural to them.



A day’s hunting –  

what happens?

The Huntsman will present the hounds with an 
area for them to draw and will then allow them to 
spread out to search for the scent of the animal 
to be hunted, in this case the fox.

Hounds have an excellent sense of smell 
which is far better than that of humans.  
It is a natural instinct for them to sniff the 
ground to pick up a scent, just as wolves  
do in the wild.

The Field will follow at a reasonable distance 
away from the hounds to give them room to 
work. The scent of the fox is picked up by the 
hounds and they will ‘speak’ producing a yelping 
sound once they are following it; the ‘chase’.

After a chase, the fox will either be killed 
outright or will escape unhurt.

Since the introduction of The Hunting Act in 
February 2005 it is now illegal for a dog to chase 
a fox, apart from in certain circumstances, so 
instead of following the scent of a live fox a trail 
is laid before the meet so the hounds follow an 
artificial scent. Foxes can also still be controlled 
using exemptions within the Act.

Fox hunting happens in many different forms 
but traditional mounted hunts meet in the 
morning between 10.30 – 11am two, three 
or four days a week depending on the size of 
their ‘country’.



The meet is 
the place where hounds, the hunt 

masters and followers/supporters will gather and 
this normally centers around a point in a village  

such as the pub, the village green, a house  
or a local landmark.

The meet 

is a social occasion and gives 

everyone a chance to chat  

and discuss conditions  

for the day. 

The huntsman will blow the horn which signals the end of the meet,  
and will lead hounds away to draw  the first covert.

The 

mounted hunt followers  

(the field) will follow at a suitable  

distance behind led by  

 the Fieldmaster.



The Master(s) – is in overall control 
of the hunt and his or her word is final. 
The Master will decide where and 
when hounds will meet, what coverts 
are to be drawn and when hounds 
will go home. This role is often divided 
between several Joint Masters.

The Huntsman – uses a horn by 
which to control the hounds and 
send messages to the Hunt Staff 
and the field. He will make sure 
that hounds work together as a 
pack by encouraging them with a 
series of signals.

Important people in the hunting field

The Field – name given to all the 
followers on horses who are controlled 
by the Field Master. The Field Master 
will ride at the head of the field and 
all followers should keep behind him. 
He is responsible for making sure 
that the field does not get too close 
to the hounds and that field cross 
country in a responsible manner.

Most Hunt Staff 
wear red coats 
(traditionally 
called ‘pinks’) 
when out 
hunting which 
makes them 
easy to identify.

The Secretary – is normally in 
charge of the Hunt paperwork 
in terms of subscriptions and 
organising and promoting events. 
Usually your ‘cap’ (amount 
charged for the day) will be 
taken by the Hunt Secretary at 
the meet and any problems with 
landowners/broken hunt jumps will 
be reported to the Secretary.

The Whipper-in – there is often 
more than one Whipper-in and their 
most important duty is to assist the 
huntsman in controlling hounds. They 
are often used to collect hounds up 
at the end of the day and to make 
sure that they are kept together as 
a pack whilst hunting the trail. Only 
the Huntsman will give orders to the 
Whippers-in.



Cap   The daily charge for non-subscribers. 

Cast  When hounds search for a lost line. 

Check   When the hounds lose the scent.

Couple   Two hounds.

Country   The area within which a hunt operates with the permission of farmers. 

Covert    Pronounced “cover” – a wood or other area of vegetation where foxes 

traditionally were found.

Draw   To send hounds through a covert to find. 

Foil   Any smell or disturbed ground which spoils the scent line of the quarry. 

Line   The scent left by the quarry. 

Speak    Hounds do not bark, they speak or give tongue when they are hunting a scent. 

Some hunting terms

Important people in the hunting field



The Hunting Act

On the 22nd September 2002 over 400,000 people 

marched through London to show their support for 

rural issues and in particular fox hunting following 

the Government’s plan to bring in a total ban on 

hunting with dogs. The Countryside Alliance 

Liberty and Livelihood rural rights march was 

described as the biggest civil liberties protest 

in modern British history.

Following many years of debate the hunting act  

finally came into force on 18th February 2005.  

The hunting act is a confusing document  

which has not banned all hunting with  

dogs, but has changed the way  

in which hunts work.

The Hunting Act came into force  
on 18th February 2005



Why did the Government bring it in?•  Some people do not understand how a hunt works and why  

it is needed

•  Hunting was wrongly thought of as a ‘posh’ activity and some MPs 

saw banning it as part of a ‘class war’•  Some people see hunting as a cruel sport•  Some politicians thought that a hunting ban would get more support 

for their political party
What are the problems with the Act?•  It is confusing, for example it is legal to hunt a rabbit with  

dogs but illegal to hunt a hare•  It is difficult to police and wastes valuable police and court time
•  It does not protect the fox from suffering and under the Act,  

more foxes are in fact be being killed•  It makes it difficult for farmers to protect their livestock
•  It is class war and creates a divide between country and  

city people

•  It bans a valuable wildlife management process

Following the passing of  
The Hunting Act many 
people thought that hunting 
would stop altogether. 
However hunts have not 
folded and are finding ways 
to continue that are within 
the law.

People now know more 
about hunting and have 
realised that it plays an 
important part in wildlife 
management in rural 
areas. This could explain 
why, since the passing of 
The Hunting Act, hunts 
have received a greater 
amount of support. 
Indeed, the first Boxing 
Day after the Hunting 
Act came in over 300,000 
people went fox hunting.



Quiz section

DID
YOU

KNOW?

A hounds tail is called a ‘stern’

Hounds are counted in couples, 50 hounds are really 25 couple

You can tell who someone is when out Hunting by the number 

of buttons on their coat – 5 buttons for a huntsman, 4 buttons 

for a master and 3 buttons for a hunt member

Out hunting horses that kick should wear a red ribbon on 
their tail, and young horses a green one

Hunt followers will greet each other with ‘good morning’ at the meet and 

say ‘good night’ when they leave, even if it is 2 o’clock in the afternoon!

All hounds have a name and every one of them knows their name



WORD SEARCH
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Season – when hunting takes place

Farmers –  whose support is essential  
to hunts

Horn –  carried by the huntsman to  
control hounds

Meet – the start of a hunt, usually 11am

Hedge –  field boundary and natural jump

Trail –  scent laid for hounds to follow  
under new law

Master –    person who runs the hunt

Basset, Beagle – hare hounds

Field – the hunt followers

Rat, Mice – quarry

Whelp – a new born puppy

Snaffle – a hunting bit

Fox – wild predator

Pad – a fox or hound foot
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